
HISTORY MAKER BASEBALL 1944 All-American Girls Professional Baseball League

One of the top movies of 1992 was the film “A League of Their Own,” starring Tom Hanks, Geena Davis, Rosie O’Donnell and Madonna, a story about a women’s professional baseball league formed during 
World War II.  The movie was a critical and commercial success, earning glowing reviews, topping the box office by its second week of release, and earning over $150 million in ticket sales.  The catch 
phrase, “There’s no crying in baseball!”—uttered by Rockford Peaches manager Jimmy Dugan (played by Hanks) made the American Film Instutute’s list of Greatest Movie Lines of All-Time, and the film itself 
was selected by the Library of Congress in 2012 for preservation in the National Film Registry, as being “culturally, historically or aesthetically significant.” 

Interestingly, when the film opened in ’92, relatively few of the people who saw it knew that it was based on an actual, real-life league—many thought it was complete fiction.  But the fictionalized account 
portrayed in the movie was, in fact, based on a very real story.  

The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League was formed in 1943 out of concern that with so many players serving in World War II, big league baseball might be forced to suspend operations.  The 
idea was that perhaps women could keep the game active and on the minds of baseball fans until the men could return from the war.  The new league was bankrolled by big league owners, conducted 
nation-wide tryouts to stock its four inaugural teams with talented women players, and began competitive play in the spring of ’43—just as the movie’s screenplay detailed.  The women who made the final 
rosters of the Kenosha Comets, Racine Belles, Rockford Peaches and South Bend Blue Sox were paid an average of $65 a week and were expected to be ambassadors for the league—ladies as well as 
baseball players.  A strict code of dress and conduct was instituted, and players were given drills in manners and etiquette in addition to traditional baseball practice.  At first, fan reception was cool to the 
concept, but by the end of the season the league had drawn over 175,000 fans.   The owners were convinced to continue on with the league, after having come close to pulling the plug on the whole thing 
once it became clear that men’s major league baseball would continue on during the war.  Here, too, the movie was true to what happened in real life. 

In the movie, the Rockford Peaches—managed by Jimmy Dugan (Hanks) and led by star catcher Dottie Hinson (Geena Davis)—were defeated in seven games for the inaugural 1943 AAGPBL pennant by 
the Racine Bells—led by Dottie’s kid sister Kit, who had been traded to the Belles mid-season.  In real-life, the ’43 Belles were champs, sweeping the Kenosha Komets in three games.  The real-life Peaches, 
though, finished in last place with a composite 43-65 record.   From here, we exit the movie context and take the purely historical route via this new HISTORY MAKER BASEBALL card set, based on the 
real-life 1944 AAGPBL season…

Enthusiasm ran high for Opening Day of the ’44 season, bolstered by the the league’s modest ’43 success.  Two new teams were added—the Milwaukee Chicks and Minneapolis Millerettes—bringing the 
league to six teams.  The schedule was increased, too, to 118 games, and divided into two half-seasons, after which the two half-season champions would play off for the league title in a seven game series.  
There were changes to the game as well.  Base path lengths were increased to 68 feet, and the size of the ball was decreased a half-inch, to eleven and a half inches in diameter, making it a little less 
softball-like.  

The regular season displayed a unique style of baseball, different from the men’s big league.  Pitching was dominant, holding batters to a league-wide average in the low .200s.  Kenosha’s Helen Nicol led the 
league with an astounding 0.98 ERA.  Minneapolis’ Annabelle Lee tossed the league’s first perfect game in ’44, and several others threw no-hitters, including Rockford’s Carolyn Morris who had two of them.  
South Bend’s Betsy Jochum led the league with a .296 average—no batter cleared .300 for this season.  

Kenosha won the league’s first-half title, finishing 36-23.  Milwaukee was the second half champ, with a record of 40-19.  The two clubs then met for a championship series that went the full seven games—all 
seven of them played in Kenosha, because the Chicks’ home field, Borchert Field in Milwaukee, was being used by the American Association Brewers.  The Komets won games one (4-2) and two (4-1), but 
the Chicks tied the series with dominating wins in games three(7-0) and four (7-1). Kenosha  rebounded with a rout in game five (9-0), leaving them one win away from the title.  But the Chicks scratched out 
a 2-1 win to force game seven, and Milwaukee’s Connie Wisniewski pitched a four-hit shutout for the championship.  (In fact, she pitched all four of Milwaukee’s wins!)

The AAGPBL drew over a quarter million fans during the 1944 season, a healthy increase over the inaugural ’43 season, and many began to feel that women’s baseball was going to be a permanent fixture 
in American pro sports.  Alas, it was not to be. Once the war was over and the men transitioned back from battlefield to ball diamond, interest in women’s pro baseball began to wane.  The league continued 
through the 1940s and into the ‘50s before discontinuing operations after the ’54 season.  With the rapid expansion of pro sports in the ‘50s and ‘60s, fueled by television and post-war prosperity, the experi-
ence of women’s pro baseball began to fade from the sporting public’s memory.  By the 1980s, the AAGPBL was largely forgotten.  That all began to change in November of 1988, when the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum opened its “Women in Baseball” display.  Among the attendees that day was film-maker Penny Marshall, an avid sports fan with a keen interest in women’s baseball.  Marshall was 
able to visit with many of the 150 or so AAGPBL alumni who were also there for the event, and the idea for a movie began to move around the base paths of Marshall’s imagination.  1992, that idea crossed 
home plate with the release of “A League of Their Own.”  

For more information on the All American Girls Professional baseball League, please visit the official AAGPBL website, www.aagpbl.org.

For a summary and statistics from the ’44 AAGPBL season: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1944_All-American_Girls_Professional_Baseball_League_season

---------------

Designer Notes and Game Play Tips
This is a very unusual set, just based on the league stats--(I was amazed to find such in-depth stats, at aagpbl.org!).  Lots and lots of stolen bases, VERY few extra base hits, and a league batting average of 
under .220.  This will require you to use some house rules, here are some suggestions...

• All batters are considered to have the sigma rating for singles.

• On any other extra base hit result, roll the decider die: bullet, use the result; blank, score it as a “power single,” that is, a single that advances runners two bases. (You can ignore this rule for the few batters 
in the set who are not SCRAPPERS.)

• DB ACTIVE base runners always get a jump, no decider die roll needed, and may attempt to steal as often as you like without it counting against the strategy card useage.  It might even be feasible to make 
that a set-wide rule, for any baserunner.  

• Pitchers are FRESH for five innings, SEMI-FRESH for four more.  There should be VERY little use of relief pitching with this card set.  

• Pitchers are given the teporary SEMI-STRUGGLER quality if they allow four consecutive baserunners, instead of three; full STRUGGLER upon the fifth consecutive baserunner, instead of the fourth.

I do hope you enjoy this set, it was really a labor of love putting it together--a combination of love of baseball, the 1940s, alternative sports leagues, the heroics of the women who made the league happen, 
and a love for the movie that was inspired by these women and their story!  Not to mention a fondness for the season of life I was enjoying when the movie came out in 1992.  (Wait a minute, I think I’m 
starting to choke up--and, “There’s no crying in baseball!!”)

Keith Avallone
PLAAY Games
April, 2015
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COLACITO GLASER HARNETT JAMESON KAZMIERCZAK MAHON

Lucille "Lou" Rose Mary "Hap" Ann "Tootsie" Shirley Marie "Skeets" Elizabeth "Lib"
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KLOSOWSKI PANOS PETRAS SCHULZE STEVENSON TETZLAFF

Dolores "Lefty" Vickie Ernestine "Teeny" Shirley Emily Doris "Tetz"
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CALLAHAN TORRISON TREZZA WIGISER DANHAUSER SCHILLACE

Helen "Cally" Lorraine "Peggy" Betty "Moe" Margaret "Wiggie" Margaret "Marnie" Claire "Clara"
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Lee Loretta Lois "Flash" Rose "Rosie" Johanna "Jo" Betsy
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BURMEISTER DEEGAN HARRELL GREEN KAMENSHEK KERRAR
Eileen "Burmy" Mildred "Millie" Dorothy "Snookie" Dorothy "Dottie" Dorothy "Kammie" Adeline "Addie"
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LESTER MacLEAN SCHROEDER STEFANI
Mary Louise Lucella "Lu" Dorothy "Dottie" Margaret "Marge"
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COLLINS HAINE DAVIS LEE FARROW JACOBS
Dorothy "Dot" Audrey "Dimples" Marguerite Annabelle "Lefty" Mary Elizabeth "Liz" Jane "Jake"
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SAD SACK       
SCRAPPER         

EAGER    

ACE                      SAD SACK       
•UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         

✩ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

P • 1944W Kenosha P • 1944W Kenosha P • 1944W Kenosha P/OF • 1944W Kenosha P • 1944W Kenosha P/OF • 1944W Kenosha
COOK FOX HARNEY FOLDER PRATT WAGNER

Clara Helen Elise "Lee" Rosie Mary "Prattie" Genevieve "Audie"



Pitching R Batting R Pitching R Batting R Pitching L Batting L Pitching L Batting R Pitching R Batting R Pitching R Batting R

Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running
ACTIVE GOLD• ACTIVE GOLD• •ACTIVE •STOIC GOLD•

Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience
©2014 PLAAY Games 19 PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 20 •PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 21 •PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 22 PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 23 PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 24 PROSPECT

Pitching R Batting R Pitching R Batting R Pitching L Batting L Pitching R Batting R Pitching R Batting R Pitching Batting 

Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running
•STOIC ACTIVE GOLD •STOIC

Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience
©2014 PLAAY Games 25 ©2014 PLAAY Games 26 •PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 27 ©2014 PLAAY Games 28 •PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 29 •PROSPECT ©2014 PLAAY Games 30

Pitching Batting Pitching Batting Pitching Batting Pitching Batting Pitching Batting Pitching Batting 

Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running Fielding Running

Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience
©2014 PLAAY Games 31 ©2014 PLAAY Games 32 ©2014 PLAAY Games 33 ©2014 PLAAY Games 34 ©2014 PLAAY Games 35 ©2014 PLAAY Games 36

 •  •  •  •  •  • 

ACE                      
DB CONTROL     

SAD SACK       
UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
EAGER    

ACE                      
STAR           
DB CONTROL     

SAD SACK       
•UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
EAGER    

GOOD EYE 

STAR•           
DB CONTROL     

SCRAPPER         STAR           SAD SACK       
SCRAPPER         

STAR           
WILD        

SAD SACK       
SCRAPPER         

★ ★ ★ ★

P • 1944W Rockford P • 1944W South Bend P • 1944W South Bend P • 1944W South Bend P • 1944W South Bend  • 
PETERS ARMSTRONG BARR BENNETT BERGER

Marjorie "Marge" Charlotte "Skipper" Dorothy "Dodie" Catherine Margaret "Sonny"

ACE•                      SCRAPPER         
•PATIENT   

GOOD EYE 

ACE•                      SAD SACK       
•UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
GOOD EYE 

ACE                      
CONTROL•     

•SAD SACK       
UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
WHIFFER 

STAR•           SAD SACK       
UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
PATIENT   

WHIFFER 

STAR           •SAD SACK       
•UTILITY         

SCRAPPER         
•GOOD EYE 

ACE•                      •UTILITY         
SCRAPPER         

•PATIENT   

✩ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

P • 1944W Racine P • 1944W Racine P/1B • 1944W Racine P/1B • 1944W Rockford P • 1944W Rockford P • 1944W Rockford
KLUPPING WINTER WISHAM APPLEGREN LUNA MORRIS

Dorothy Joanne "Jo" Mary "Wish" Amy Irene Betty Carolyn "India"
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