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Introduction 
 
The East Coast Hockey League, known today just as the ECHL, was formed in 1988, combining 
the three surviving teams from the All-American Hockey League (Carolina Thunderbirds, 
Johnstown Chiefs, and Virginia Lancers) with two new franchises (Erie Panthers and Knoxville 
Cherokees). The teams played a 60-game regular season, with Erie finishing first (77 pts), 
followed by Johnstown (70 pts), Knoxville (65 pts), Carolina (55 pts), and Virginia (52 pts). 
Daryl Harpe (Erie) was the league MVP with 38 goals and 84 assists in 60 games played. Scott 
Gordon (Johnstown) was the top goaltender with a 3.82 GAA. 
 
In the playoff semifinals, Carolina swept Erie 4-0 in a huge upset, while Johnstown swept 
Knoxville 4-0. In the Riley Cup Final, Carolina defeated Johnstown 4 games to 3, winning two 
games on the road. 
 

The Cards 
 
To start, I selected the 20 most representative skaters and 2 goalies per team and made cards for 
them. Then, I looked at the remaining players and made cards for those who played at least 10 
games. (For this update, I added four players who were previously uncarded, but played in the 
playoffs for their respective teams.) The cards are based on limited data retrieved from the ECHL 
Stats Archive (https://www.echl.com/echl-stats-archive) and the Internet Hockey Database 
(www.hockeydb.com). Players who suited up for multiple teams are grouped with the team they 
finished the season with. These players are listed later in this document.  
 

Recommended Rule Modifications 
 
Lineups 
 
In the 1988-89 season, ECHL teams dressed 14 skaters and 2 goaltenders per game. The usual 
rotation was three forward lines and two defense pairs, with the extra skater rotating in 
depending on the position(s) he played). 
 



Fights 
 
In the early years, the ECHL was known as a “rough and tumble” league before evolving into the 
developmental league that it is today. Thirty-seven skaters racked up more than 100 penalty 
minutes in the 1988-89 season, with four of them topping 300 minutes! (Keep in mind, this was a 
60-game season.) Therefore, when you get a possible fight result, don’t worry about rolling for 
the fight rating. If there’s one skater on each team with a fight rating, just let them go at it! 
 
Several goalies have fight ratings on their cards. I didn’t have fight stats, so I assigned them 
based on PIM. Ignore all goalie fight ratings unless you get a melee or bench-clearing brawl on 
the Behavior Results chart. 
 
Overtime/Shootout 
 
In the 1988-89 ECHL season, if regulation ended in a tie, teams played 5-on-5 for five minutes 
or until someone scored, so just use the regular charts and rules. If still tied after the OT, the 
teams went to a shootout. 
 
The shootout lasted five rounds for each team, then went to sudden death if there was still a tie. 
The visiting team always went first. Other than those two changes, follow the regular shootout 
rules listed in the Hockey Blast rulebook. 
 

Multiple-Team Players 
 
For those wishing to play an accurate season replay, the following players dressed for multiple 
teams during the 1988-89 ECHL season, with the number of games they played for each team. 
I’m not aware of any transaction date list that is available. 
 
E.J. Sauer – Virginia-4, Johnstown-2, Carolina-34 
Dan Pineau – Johnstown-15, Carolina-5 
Mike O’Shea – Knoxville-25, Virginia-9, Carolina-11 
Gary Willett – Knoxville-6, Carolina-17 
Doug Stromback – Johnstown-3, Erie-50 
Harry Geary – Knoxville-37, Erie-8 
Rick Lambert – Knoxville-48, Erie-8 
Antti Autere – Carolina-9, Erie-31 
Bob Bennett – Erie-49, Knoxville-11 
Rob McDougal – Erie-41, Knoxville-9 
Tim Skaggs – Johnstown-30, Knoxville-3 
Frank O’Brien – Johnstown-33, Virginia-5, Knoxville-3 
Ron Aubrey – Erie-28, Knoxville-6 
Mike Schwalb – Carolina-17, Knoxville-3 
Don Rothgery – Knoxville-36, Virginia-8 
Brian Clark – Carolina-12, Virginia-17 
Todd Morgan – Johnstown-27, Carolina-4, Virginia-3 
David Litz – Knoxville-17, Virginia-6  
Steve Cherrier – Carolina-10, Knoxville-4, Virginia-6 



Rock Dergano – Knoxville-13, Virginia-6 
Steve Averill – Johnstown-6, Virginia-25 
 

Uncarded Players 
 
If you need more players due to long-term injuries, use the appropriate generic cards for the 
players listed below. These players are grouped by team (games played in parentheses). The 
Internet Hockey Database did not list positions for some players. In those cases, use your best 
judgment. 
 
Carolina 
 
Dean Dixon – F (5) 
Jack Carcia – C (6) 
David Chiappelli – F (3) 
Marc Marchand – D (2) 
Dan Gatenby – G (6) 
Clancy Cosgrove - ? (2) 
Matt Winnicki – LW (2) 
Shaun O’Sullivan – G (4) 
Kenton Rein – G (4) 
Bob Dore – F (4) 
Darren Srochenski – D (3) 
Mike Torillo – C (1) 
Toby O’Brien – G (3) 
 
Erie 
 
Perry Faffard – C (3) 
Terry Mattson – D (5) 
Ralph Russo - ? (CAR-1, ERI-5) 
Tom Thornton – F (5) 
Lubo Dzurilla - ? (4) 
 
Johnstown 
 
Dana Heinze – G (1) 
 
  



Knoxville 
 
Glenn Mulvenna – C (2) 
Tom Craven - ? (1) 
Bob Gingerich - ? (2) 
Rick Farmer - ? (1) 
 
Virginia 
 
Wally Creighton - ? (4) 
Greg Ware – D (4) 
Mike Sullivan – D (2) 
Bob Smith – RW (2) 
Mark Roof – D (4) 
Steve Wallace – D (1) 
Al Vergillo - ? (1) 
Bob Duff - ? (1) 
Peter O’Shana – G (1) 
 

Instant Results Chart 
 
For those wishing to replay a full season, I have included an Instant Result Chart for games you 
don’t want to play out. This chart is based on the actual head-to-head and home-road records of 
the teams. To get an instant result, roll the two dice and read them separately, black die first.  
 
I welcome any questions or feedback you have about this set. You may contact me via e-mail at 
djones90@yahoo.com. Enjoy the set! 
 
 
Derek Jones 
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DEVEREAUX
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6
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RETTEWTORCHETTI
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Antti Joe Mike Tom Darren Brock Jeff
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BROWN NAULT BRICKLEY
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Rob Ron Bob Jamie
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Scott
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Dan Patrick PeterMike Tony Sylvan Gary
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MANGAN BENSON McDOUGAL DONOHUE BENNETT POPIEL SKAGGS
Sean Tom Rob Sean Bob Dick
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AUBREY FARMER
LW • 1989EC Knoxville C • 1989EC Knoxville F • 1989EC Knoxville RW • 1989EC Knoxville

DAVIAULT BROWN HANLEY DAVIES

4

Alex Tim Tim Greg Ron Steve Bob
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CHIGHISOLA WHITFIELD GUTENBERG
Mike Bill

O'BRIEN GREGORIE CLIMO FARACE
Frank Bill Steve Sam
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3 2

Brad Tim Todd John
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FIGHT

Joe Don
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1 5 4
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FIGHT
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David Andy

BURRIDGE FLEMING McCOLGAN KNOWLTON SCHOFIELD LITZ AKERVICK
Joel Denis Gary Tom
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Steve Rock John Steven 0 0 0
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Row headings - Visitor
Column headings - Home at Carolina at Erie At Johnstown at Knoxville at Virginia

Carolina

11-63: Erie REG
64-66: Carolina REG

11-43: Johnstown REG
44-64: Carolina REG
65-66: Carolina OT/SO

11-45: Knoxville REG
46-62: Carolina REG
63-66: Carolina OT/SO

11-41: Virginia REG
42-51: Virginia OT/SO
52-56: Carolina REG
61-66: Carolina OT/SO

Erie

11-34: Carolina REG
35-42: Carolina OT/SO
43-66: Erie REG

11-51: Johnstown REG
52-64: Erie REG
65-66: Erie OT/SO

11-24: Knoxville REG
25-34: Knoxville OT/SO
35-66: Erie REG

11-26: Virginia REG
31-34: Virginia OT/SO
35-62: Erie REG
63-66: Erie OT/SO

Johnstown

11-43: Carolina REG
44-45: Carolina OT/SO
46-66: Johnstown REG

11-32: Erie REG
33-34: Erie OT/SO
35-66: Johnstown REG

11-42: Knoxville REG
43-45: Knoxville OT/SO
46-66: Johnstown REG

11-33: Virginia REG
34-35: Virginia OT/SO
36-63: Johnstown REG
64-66: Johnstown OT/SO

Knoxville
11-41: Carolina REG
42-66: Knoxville REG

11-56: Erie REG
61-66: Knoxville REG

11-42: Johnstown REG
43-63: Knoxville REG
64-66: Knoxville OT/SO

11-31: Virginia REG
32-63: Knoxville REG
64-66: Knoxville OT/SO

Virginia

11-43: Carolina REG
44-51: Carolina OT/SO
52-66: Virginia REG

11-56: Erie REG
61-63: Erie OT/SO
64-66: Virginia REG

11-45: Johnstown REG
46: Johnstown OT/SO
51-64: Virginia REG
65-66: Virginia OT/SO

11-51: Knoxville REG
52-53: Knoxville OT/SO
54-66: Virginia REG

Roll two dice, read them separately (black die first), and locate the result.

REG - Listed team wins in regulation and gets 2 points, losing team gets 0 points.
OT/SO - Listed team wins in overtime or shootout and gets 2 points, losing team gets 1 point.

1988-98 ECHL Instant Results Chart for Hockey Blast


