
2022 World Cup Projection Set Extras • SOCCER BLAST Pro Soccer Game

Welcome to World Cup Mania!  Every four years, the world is captivated by “The Beautiful Game,” with a championship tour-
nament of truly global proprtions filled with drama, excitement and surprise. No matter one’s interest level in the sport, it seems 
everyone’s a football fan when the World Cup is going on. This “pre-PLAAY” projection set follows the lead of our 2014 and 2018 
sets, with the player ratings put together by Canadian soccer fanatic John Bergeron. 

In addition to rating the players, John created two special add-ons for the set, included here. There’s a set of referee cards, based 
on the actual referees for the 2022 event, and a supplemental penalty kick chart. These are optional features designed to enhance 
game play--feel free to use any, all or none of them, as desired. John adds, “These referee cards and supplementary charts are also 
very adaptable to other Soccer Blast sets, so feel free to use them as you see fit. Hope you enjoy them!”

Here are John’s design notes for each of these “extras.” 

Referee Cards
For the first time ever, referee cards are available for use with your game! These cards were designed to give referees a bit of personality and 
are meant to work co-operatively with the current Referee Decision Charts when a main chart roll of five (5) is achieved. 

All 36 officially named match referees for the 2022 World Cup are included in the set and each has been rated individually to mimic their real-life 
tendencies, whether it is to be strict, neutral, or lenient.  No two referees are alike, and each will show some personality whether it be to call 
more (or fewer) fouls, offsides, corner kicks, yellow/red cards, and penalties.  Most of the referees are balanced, with a slight bias in favour of 
the designated home team. You may even find a couple of refs with a stronger bias towards the designated home team too.  
Here’s how to use the referee cards: Anytime a Pitch Action Chart roll results in a referee decision (roll of 5), merely refer to the referee card, 
identify which team currently has possession of the ball (home or away*), roll two dice, add them up, and cross-reference with the referee card. 
In most cases, it will direct you to a specific result on the referee decision chart (either M or K). 

Due to space limitations on the referee card, short form directions are used, but are very easy to figure out (i.e. A result that is listed as (K) HR 8 
means that the result will be read on the K Chart (K), Hostile Referee HR, dice roll 8). 

Okay, so now you’re asking, “Why is the referee calling a play on the Referee Decision K Chart, when the play was rolled on the Pitch Action 
Chart?”  This is where the variability of the referees comes into play. You’ll need to keep an open mind that each of the Referee Decision Charts 
(M or K) are abstracted and are not reliant on whether M or K are required. Think open-mindedly and trust the referee cards.  NOTE that the 
referee cards designate ‘home’ and ‘away’, however you can choose which team gets each designation, either via decider die, or intuition, or 
any other method you fancy. Note that the designated home side will typically have a slightly more favourable rating than the away team.)

IMPORTANT: The following was observed during the play-testing phase. If you ARE using the referee cards, and you roll on the Highlights 
Chart, some of the results will indicate that the referee has a friendly/neutral/hostile bias. Disregard the bias altogether as it will not affect the 
rulings listed on the Referee cards. (i.e. “Highlight Reel M [roll 4] – Visiting player called for foul, argues with referee. Ref is now FRIENDLY to 
home team offence”. In this scenario, when using the referee cards, merely assign the foul to the visiting player and continue to the next minute 
roll. Completely disregard the ‘friendly’ bias.)

Other results on the referee card include OFFSIDES, in which the opposition merely takes over possession in a new minute roll, RED? VAR 
in which a potential red card offense has occurred pending video review, and PEN? VAR in which a potential penalty kick may be awarded 
pending video review. When the latter two options are rolled on the Referee Card, it will require you to refer to the VAR** chart (**Video Assistant 
Referee). Simply follow the directions on the respective VAR charts until the play is resolved. 

A third chart appears on VAR page and it refers to goals requiring video review. This third chart should be used whenever you roll a Green 6 
(i.e the pointing finger) on goals – which would have ruled them out automatically under the standard Soccer Blast rules. The VAR option gives 
your teams/players a chance for the goal to count or to be wiped out entirely due to an infraction against the offensive team. 

Supplemental Charts for Penalty Kicks 
This optional Alternate Penalty Kick chart that is a little more detailed than the standard one. This can be used in all penalty kick situations, 
either in the middle of a match or in the knockout rounds to determine the winner. As simple as it looks, the results are based on a review of 
2,500+ penalty kicks taken from the last five seasons in Europe’s five biggest leagues, thus yielding favourable, realistic results.
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R
ED

	CAR
D
?

1
M
alicious	tackle	by	Defense?	YES	-	RED	CARD!	*	(Direct	Free	Kick	to	Offense	team

)
2

M
id-air	collision.	Did	Defense	elbow

	Offense?	YES	-	RED	CARD!	*	(Direct	Free	Kick	to	Offense	team
)

3
Scuffle	betw

een	opponents.	Defense	player	goes	dow
n!	W

as	there	a	head	butt?	(SEE	**	N
O
TE	B

ELO
W
)

4
M
alicious	tackle	by	Defense?	NO	-	Yellow

	Card!	*	(Direct	Free	Kick	to	Offense	team
)

5
M
id-air	collision.	Did	Offense	elbow

	Defense?	YES	-	RED	CARD!	*	(Direct	Free	Kick	to	Defense	team
)

6
M
alicious	tackle	by	Defense?	YES	-	RED	CARD!	*	(Direct	Free	Kick	to	Offense	team

)
*	-	Any	active	player	w

ith	CARD	rating:	√+,	√, or HARD,	otherw
ise	Yellow

	Card

PEN
ALTY?

1
H
andball	against	D

efense?	YES!	Yellow
	Card	on	D

efense,	Penalty	Shot	aw
arded	to	O

ffense.
2

Offense	fouled	in	penalty	area?	YES!	Yellow
	Card	to	Defense,	Penalty	Shot	aw

arded	to	Offense.
3

Offense	fouled	in	penalty	area?	NO!	Yellow
	Card	to	Offense	for	sim

ulation	(diving),	Indirect	Free	Kick	to	Defense
4

H
andball	against	D

efense?	NO!	Ball	deflects	out	of	bounds.	Corner	Kick	for	O
ffense.

5
Collision	in	penalty	area.	Defense	foul?	YES!	Penalty	Shot	aw

arded	to	Offense.
6

Collision	in	penalty	area.	Defense	foul?	NO!	Indirect	Free	Kick	for	Defense.

GO
AL?

1
W
as	O

ffense	offside?	YES!	No	goal.	Defense	Indirect	Free	K
ick

2
W
as	O

ffense	offside?	N
O
!		Goal	is	scored.

3
W
as	ball	out	of	play?	YES!	No	goal.	Goal	kick	for	D

efense	team
4

W
as	ball	out	of	play?	NO

!	G
oal	is	scored.

5
Did	ball	enter	the	net	by	w

ay	of	Offense	handball?	YES!	No	Goal.	Defense	Indirect	Free	Kick
6

Did	ball	enter	the	net	by	w
ay	of	Offense	handball?	NO!	Goal	is	scored.

VAR
	-	VID

EO
	ASISSTAN

T	R
EFER

EE

If	GREEN	6	is	rolled	on	the	goal	chart,	use	VAR	Goal	chart	below
	to	see	if	the	goal	stands	or	is	nulified

**	-	Roll	one	die	to	identify	each	active	player	and	com
pare	CARD	rating.		If	Offense	player	has	higher	or	equal	CARD	rating	than	defender,	he	is	RED	CARDED	and	

Defense	team
	take	possesion,	otherw

ise	Defense	player	receives	a	YELLOW
	CARD	for	sim

ulation	(diving)	and	Offense	take	possession.	
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D
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hich	team

	gains	possession	on	throw
-in

SAVED
	PEN

ALTIES	(Rolls	of	7)
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If	the	penalty	kick	is	saved	by	the	goalkeeper,	roll	one	die	and	refer	to	the	result	listed	in	the	colum
n	on	the	left.	If	a	secondary	roll	is	required,	roll	the	die	

and	then	refer	that	result	to	the	corresponding	row
.	
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ALTERNATE	PENALTY	K
ICK

	SYSTEM
R
oll	tw

o	dice,	add	them
,	and	refer	to	the	directions	below

.	If	the	penalty	kick	is	M
ISSED

*	or	SA
VED

*,	refer	to	the	corresponding	supplem
entary	charts	

further	below
.

*	-	If	your	gam
e	requires	a	PENALTY	SHOOT-OUT	to	determ

ine	its	w
inner,	disregard	the	supplem

entary	M
ISSED	and	SAVED	charts	below

.	

(Roll	3	-	6,	8	-	11)
GO

AL!		
(Roll	7)

(Roll	2	or	12)
SAVED

!	
M
ISSED

!	

If	the	penalty	kick	m
isses	the	net	com

pletely,	roll	one	die	and	refer	to	the	result	listed	in	the	colum
n	on	the	left.	If	a	secondary	roll	is	required,	roll	the	die	

and	then	refer	the	result	to	the	corresponding	row
.	
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