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2021 LPGA 

Overview 

The 2021 season was one of the most dynamic in the history of the Ladies Professional Golf Association.  

Thirty events were held in the 2021 season.  In addition to the customary 5 majors, the biennial Solheim 

Cup, and the 2020 Summer Olympic Games, were also contested during this spectacular season.   

Per-event prize money was the highest ever averaging over $2.3M per event, including the season-

ending $5M CME Group Tour Championship with a winner’s share of $1.5M.  The LPGA held events in 

major venues used on the PGA and European Tours.  The US Women’s Open was held at the Olympic 

Club in San Francisco, home of 5 PGA US Opens and 2 PGA Tour Championships.  The AIG Women’s 

British Open was held at the Carnoustie Golf Links in Scotland which has hosted 8 Open Championships, 

the most recent being in 2018.  The Solheim Cup, the Ladies version of the Ryder cup, was held at the 

Inverness Country Club in Toledo, OH, which has hosted 4 US Opens and 2 PGA Championships.   

Major Events 

There are five major events on the LPGA tour: 

1. ANA Inspiration.   

The ANA Inspiration, originally known as the Colgate-Dinah Shore Winners Circle, was played at 

the Mission Hills Country Club in Rancho Mirage, CA.  It was won by Patty Tavatanakit, a rookie, 

by two strokes over Lydia Ko. 

2. U.S. Women’s Open 

The 76th U.S. Women’s Open was played at the Olympic Club in San Francisco, CA.  It was won by 

Yuka Saso, who bested Nasa Hataoka in a 3-hole playoff.  It was Yuka’s first major win.  Lexi 

Thompson held a 5 stroke lead on the 11th tee on Sunday afternoon, but unfortunately missed 

the playoffs by one stroke after bogeying the last two holes.  

3. KPMG Women’s PGA Championship 

The KPMG Women’s’ PGA Championship was played at the Atlanta Athletic Club in John’s Creek, 

GA.  It was won by Nelly Korda by three strokes over Lizette Salas.  Nelly became the third 1st-

time major winner with this victory. 

4. Evian Championship 

The Evian Championship was played at the Evian Resort Golf Club in Evian France.  It is a cross-

tour event, on both the LPGA and Ladies European Tour (LET) tours.  It was won by Minjee Lee, 

on the first playoff hole over Lee Jeong-Eun. Minjee became the 4th 1st-time major winner with 

this victory. 
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5. AIG Women’s Open 

The AIG Women’s Open (British Championship) was played at the Carnoustie Golf Links in 

Carnoustie, Scotland.  The tournament was won by Anna Nordqvist by one stroke over Georgia 

Hall, Madelene Sagstrom, and Lizette Salas.  This was Anna’s 3rd major championship. 

A. Solheim Cup 

The Solheim Cup was held at the Inverness Club in Toledo, Ohio.  Like the Ryder Cup, this is a 

three-day match play event, with each match worth one point.  Saturday and Sunday morning 

has four alternate shot matches.  Saturday and Sunday afternoon has four better ball matches.  

Monday is 12 head-to-head Singles matches.  Matches are a maximum of 18 holes.  If the score 

is even after 18 holes, both teams get ½ point.  There are 28 points possible.  14 ½ points are 

needed to win the Solheim Cup, while the defending champion needs only 14 points to retain 

the cup. 

Rosters: 

 

 

Lexi Thompson Anna Nordqvist 

Ally Ewing Madelene Sagstrom 

Jennifer Kupcho Leona Maguire 

Nelly Korda Georgia Hall 

Mina Harigae Seline Boutier 

Austin Ernst Nanna Koerstz Madsen 

Lizette Salas Matilda Castren 

Brittany Altomare Carlota Ciganda 

Megan Khang Sophia Popov 

Yealimi Noh Mel Reid 

Jessica Korda Charley Hull 

Danielle Kang Emily Kristine Pedersen 

 

Europe retained the Solheim Cup by winning the competition 15-13.  Leona Maguire was the 

star for the winning European team, going 4-0-1 and claiming 4.5 points.  Jennifer Kupcho and 

Lizette Salas lead the way for the US team with 2.5 points each. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madelene_Sagstr%C3%B6m
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A9line_Boutier
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B. Olympic Games 

The 2020 Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo held the Women’s Individual Golf event at the 

Kasumigaseki County Club.  60 women golfers from 35 nations competed in a 4-day 4-round 

stroke play tournament. Nelly Korda of the United States held a 3 stroke lead over Aditi Ashok of 

India going into the final round.  Nelly Korda held off final round charges by Mone Inami of 

Japan and Lydia Ko of New Zealnad to win the Gold Medal.  Mone and Lydia tied, with Mone 

Inami winning the Silver medal in a sudden death playoff.  Lydia Ko won the Bronze medal.  Aditi 

Ashok ended up in 4th place, 2 strokes back. 

Medalists 
Gold Nelly Korda 

 
United States 

Silver Mone Inami 
 

Japan 

Bronze Lydia Ko 
 

New Zealand 

 

Individual Awards 

Over the 30 events in 2021, there were 20 distinct winners, with 6 first-time tour winners.  

Multiple tournament winners were Jin Young Ko from South Korea with 5 wins, Nelly Korda of 

the USA with 4 wins, and Nasa Hataoka of Japan with 2 wins. 

Jin Young Ko was the leading money winner, pocketing just over $3.5M.  Nelly Korda had the 

best scoring average at 68.774 strokes per round.  Lydia Ko won her first event since 2018 which 

was her 16th overall tournament win.  Brook Henderson won her 10th tournament and has 

passed 3 others, including 2003 Masters Winner Mike Weir, as having the most victories by a 

Canadian golfer on the LPGA or PGA tours.  Inbee Park of South Korea won her 21st tournament. 

Awards 

Race to the CME Globe Jin Young Ko 

 

South Korea 

Money Leader Jin Young Ko 

 

South Korea 

Rolex Player of the Year Jin Young Ko 

 

South Korea 

Rookie of the Year Patty Tavatanikit 

 

Thailand 

World #1 Nelly Korda 
 

United States 
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2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA

O'TOOLE BURNHAM SMITH KEMP SCHMELZEL KIM

Ryann Sarah Sarah Jane Sarah Sarah Sei Young
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2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA

TAVATANAKIT RETO YOKTUAN LINDBERG DELACOUR PHATLUM

Patty Paula Pavarisa Pernilla Perrine Pornanong
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2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA

MADSEN HATAOKA KORDA ESTRUP ITURRIOZ ANANNARUKARN

Nanna Koerstz Nasa Nelly Nicole Broch Nuria Pajaree
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2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA  

MEECHAI LIN NOH LIU SASO

Wichanee Xiyu Yealimi Yu Yuka  
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2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA

OH PARK MICHAELS CHAN JOH HSU

Su Sung Hyun Sydnee Tiffany Tiffany Wei-Ling
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•HERO
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•SOFT
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PUNY• •HACKERLEGEND•
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HERO

2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA 2021 LPGA

FENG RYU POPOV CHENG LEWIS MEADOW

Shanshan So Yeon Sophia Ssu-Chia Stacy Stephanie




