1995-96 English Pro Season for SOCCER BLAST Pro Soccer Game:
“The Kids Are All Right!”
(By Neil Maitland, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, UK)

“You can’t win anything with kids.” Media pundit (and ex-captain of Liverpool and
Scottish international) Alan Hansen’s oft mis-quoted phrase from the start of the
1995-96 FA Premier League season. Other teams had dipped heavily into the transfer
market to bolster their squads — with Stan Collymore breaking the English transfer fee
record in joining Liverpool from Nottingham Forest. Hansen was, however, referring to
Alex Ferguson’s young Manchester United side who had just been beaten 3-1 by Aston
Villa in the first week of the new season.

Despite the ongoing goal scoring feats of Alan Shearer and Robbie Fowler, the media
focus turned quickly to the title battle between Kevin Keegan’s Newcastle United and
Ferguson’s Old Trafford side. Newcastle kept the lead into the spring although it had
been whittled down from a hefty twelve points and by March, when the Manchester
club won at St James’ Park , the gap had come down to a single point. Ferguson’s kids
slowly eked out a small lead and managed to secure the title with a necessary win
against Middlesbrough on the last day of the season. Young players like Beckham,
Giggs, Scholes, Butt and the Neville brothers had contributed greatly to their success.

At the other end of the table, the fates of Bolton Wanderers and Queens Park Rangers
were already sealed before the final weekend. Five teams were still fighting to avoid the
third and last relegation spot and it was a nervous afternoon for Wimbledon, Sheffield
Wednesday, Coventry City and Southampton. However it was Manchester City who
were eventually relegated, on goal difference, despite coming from behind to draw 2-2
with Liverpool.

Can you repeat the success of Sir Alex? Or will you be able turn things around for the
Geordie faithful? Don’t under-estimate the challenge from both Liverpool clubs, a
strong Arsenal side packed with stars and a Villa side with great team chemistry.

—Neil Maitland
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MCGREGOR BOHINEN HALE SILENZI ALLEN SINCLAIR BARKER YATES
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BARDSLEY DICHIO GALLEN IMPEY BREVETT HOLLOWAY MCDONALD MADDIX
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David Lee Mark Nigel Tim Bobby Keith Gavin
SEAMAN HARPER BOSNICH SPINK FLOWERS MIMMS BRANAGAN WARD
GK + 95-96 Arsenal GK + 95-96 Arsenal GK * 95-96 Blackburn Rovers GK * 95-96 Blackburn Rovers GK « 95-96 Bolton Wanderers GK * 95-96 Bolton Wanderers
ONTARGET *k*x% ONTARGET %% % ON TARGET ON TARGET ONTARGET %% % ONTARGET *k%% ONTARGET %% ONTARGET %%
REACTION %% REACTION %% REACTION REACTION REACTION  *%** REACTION % REACTION % REACTION  *%**
SPEC SAVE k%% SPEC SAVE % SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE %% % SPEC SAVE % SPEC SAVE k%% SPEC SAVE %
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Aidan Dmitriy Kevin Neville Jason Jamie
DAVISON KHARIN HITCHCOCK SOUTHALL KEARTON SPEARE
GK ¢ 95-96 Bolton Wanderers GK + 95-96 Chelsea GK + 95-96 Chelsea GK ¢ 95-96 Coventry City GK ¢ 95-96 Coventry City GK « 95-96 Everton GK « 95-96 Everton GK « 95-96 Everton
ONTARGET %% ONTARGET *k%% ONTARGET %% % ONTARGET %% % ONTARGET %% ONTARGET *k%% ONTARGET %% ONTARGET %%
REACTION REACTION REACTION %% REACTION % REACTION  *%** REACTION  *%** REACTION % REACTION %%
SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% % SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE % SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %
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John Mark David Steve Peter Kevin
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Gary Alan Pavel Shaka Mark Alan Tommy Juergen
WALSH MILLER SRNICEK HISLOP CROSSLEY FETTIS WRIGHT SOMMER
GK + 95-96 Middlesbrough GK ¢+ 95-96 Middlesbrough GK ¢+ 95-96 Newcastle United GK ¢ 95-96 Newcastle United GK * 95-96 Nottingham Forest GK » 95-96 Nottingham Forest GK * 95-96 Nottingham Forest GK + 95-96 Queens Park Rangers
ON TARGET k%% ON TARGET %% ON TARGET % %% ON TARGET % %% ON TARGET k%% ON TARGET * ON TARGET %% ON TARGET * %
REACTION %% REACTION  *kx* REACTION %% REACTION  *k*x* REACTION %k % REACTION  xxxk* REACTION %% REACTION  *kx*
SPEC SAVE k%% SPEC SAVE k%% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE * SPEC SAVE * SPEC SAVE k%
START START START START START START START START
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Tony Kevin Chris Dave Bruce Ian Erik Christopher
ROBERTS PRESSMAN WOODS BEASANT GROBBELAAR WALKER THORSTVEDT DAY
GK * 95-96 Queens Park Rangers GK * 95-96 Sheffield Wednesday GK ¢ 95-96 Sheffield Wednesday GK ¢+ 95-96 Southampton GK + 95-96 Southampton GK ¢ 95-96 Tottenham Hotspur GK * 95-96 Tottenham Hotspur GK * 95-96 Tottenham Hotspur
ON TARGET k%% ON TARGET %% ON TARGET %% ON TARGET *x %% ON TARGET * ON TARGET %% ON TARGET %% ON TARGET %%
REACTION %% REACTION % REACTION %% REACTION % REACTION  xxxk* REACTION  sxxxk* REACTION REACTION %% %
SPEC SAVE * SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE * SPEC SAVE k%% SPEC SAVE * % %% SPEC SAVE * SPEC SAVE *
START START START START START START START START
X v X v X v+ X X
Ludek Neil Les Neil Paul Hans Simon
MIKLOSKO FINN SEALEY
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SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE %% SPEC SAVE *
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